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President’s Letter, February 2008

Since last month’s newsletter, two of our brothers have passed away, Marty Riordan and
Bill Toomey. Our Vice President Patrick Bannon also lost his father. Please continue to keep the
families of Marty, Bill and Patrick in your prayers. May these good men rest in peace with the Lord.

The January newsletter advertised the Baltimore Parade fundraiser to be at Castle Bay pub
on January 27. Please note that it has been rescheduled to Sunday February 24 from 2 to S pm at the
new Fado pub and restaurant at Park Place on West Street. This fan event will feature live Irish
music from The Wild Rovers as well as our own LAOH Juniors dance troop. Come on out and join
us and let’s show off our Annapolis Irish pride. And for all you who like to breath clean air, it’s

smoke free!

At this month’s meeting, Monday 2/11, we will vote on and induct our 2008 slate of officers:
myself at President; Patrick Bannon at Vice President; John O’Neill at Recording Secretary; Tim
McGovern at Financial Secretary; Tim O’Neill at Treasurer; Bob Philburn at Standing Committee
Chair; Marty Peters at Marshall and Jack Flanagan out of retirement at Sentinel. Special thanks to
Joe Croghan who asked to step down at Secretary. Feel better Joe, you are in our prayers. Also,
Kevin Barry has served the division very well at Membership Chair, but has asked for another
member to take on that important position. Please consider this position which is truly critical to our
ongoing growth of active new members and let me know if you are interested. Thank you Kevin for
a job well done and to all our officers for serving!

At last month’s meeting we finalized our 2007 Charity list adding the following to our
regular recipients: Lighthouse Shelter; St. Patrick’s Chapel in Cecil County; Fr. Perone, a
Redempturist missionary in Brazil; additional support for our LAOH Juniors and from the proceeds
of the Baltimore Irish Festival, the School Sisters of the Notre Dame retirement fund and the Little
Sisters of the Poor. Thank you all for your hard work that allows us to give to these deserving
organizations.

As you may know, our largest source of resourees to give back out in charitable
contributions is our annual trip to Ireland raffle. We will be conducting ticket sales before and after
mass Sunday February 24 at St. Mary’s and St. John Neumann and on Sanday March 2 at St. John
the Evangelist. We need persons to sell the tickets these two Sundays. Please call Patrick Bannon at
(410) 268-6176 to let him know when you can help. Thanks again to all who have already sent in
tickets.

On Saturday March 8 (the day of our St. Patrick’s Day dinner dance), we will host a table at
the School of the Incarnation Irish Festival noon to 4 pm to sell raffle tickets, recruit new members.
and spread the good word of what the AOH is all about. The Festival is a fondraiser for this Catholic
elementary school in Gambrills that serves a number of parishes in the county. Please see enclosed

information.

I hope to see you soon at a meeting or event. God Bless, Brian Fitzmaurice
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In Memorium

Our Brothers, May They Rest in Peace

Sadly this month we said goodbye to two Brother William Toomey and Martin Riordan.
They devoted many years to the preservation and fostering of Irish Catholic Hibernian
Ideals. There’s an old Irish saying that God judges mankind but St. Patrick judges the
Irish. No doubt Bill and Martin were greeted at the pearly gates by St. Patrick with a
“Welcome” and a “Come Right On In”. In case you didn’t see the obituaries, here are

short versions.

William Joseph Toomey of Severna Park died January 10, 2008. Bill was born in New
York City and lived in Queens New York. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Fordham
University and a Masters from Leigh University. Bill served his country as a First
Lieutenant in the Army. Capping an industrious career, he founded the William J.
Toomey Shamrock Associates, Inc. in 1992. Naturally, Bill was a past president of our
Commodore John Barry Division, AOH Annapolis. He was preceded in death by his
wife Myra Kay Toomey and is survived by his son, Michael and his daughter Amanda.

Martin John “Marty” Riordan of Annapolis died January 6, 2008. Marty was born in
Kingsbury, Jew Jersey. He earned an Associates Degree from American University.
Marty was the first White House Policeman to graduate from the FBI National Academy
in Quantico, Virginia. He served in the Marine Corp during World War II in the Pacific
theater. Marty worked as the Deputy Chief of Operations for the United States Secret
Service Uniform Division. Marty was a brother Hibernian. Surviving Marty is his wife
Kay, four sons — Michael, Matthew, Martin and Patrick, two daughters — Kathleen and
Sister Martin Joseph Riordan, OSM. Five children call him “Grandpa”. Semper Fi !

We extend our sincerest, deepest sympathies to the Toomey and O’Riordan Families. We
will truly miss Bill and Marty but we are soothed by the belief that they are truly with
God and St. Patrick in Heaven.

Death leaves a heartache
no one can heal;
Love leaves a memory no
one can steal

From an Irish Tombstone
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Some Irish Craic (irish for Fun)

NEWS

Sean was feeling depressed and he was unable to find a help line in the Irish Telephone book.
Miraculously he found the number for the Pakistan Suicide Help Line. So he called it. When the
Counselor answered Sean said “ [ am feeling a bit depressed and have been contemplating
suicide.” The Counselor got all excited and “Can your drive a truck?”

Book of the Month Recommendation

The Killing of Major Denis Mahon by Peter Duffy

As the book jacket says, it is a riveting true story of a controversial murder that casts new light on
the Great Irish Famine. Peter Duffy tells, for the first time, the story of the assassination and its
connection to the cataclysm that would forever change Ireland and America. It’s a fresh
examination of the horrors of the Great Famine. Available at the Anne Arundel County Library.

SOME IRISH FACTS (No Blarney)

Muhammad Ali has some Irish heritage. His great grandfather was born in Ennis, County Clare,
and emigrated to Kentucky in the 1860s. There, he married an African-American woman. A son
born to this couple also married and African-American woman, who gave birth to Ali's mother,
Odessa Grady. She married a man named Cassius Clay, and the two moved to Louisville, where

the future champ was born.

The last witch in Ireland was supposedly Dame Alice Kytler, born in Kilkenny in 1280.
All four of her husbands died, and she was accused of poisoning them. Today you can
dine at Kytler's Inn in Kilkenny, which operates in her old home.



Tis No Blarney

The School of the Incarnation is holding an Irish Fest Saturday, 8 March 2008 from
Noon to 1600 (that’s 4:00 PM for you civilians). See the Flyer on the next page. Looks
like an exciting program planned and Craic to be had by all.

It is settled! The St. Patrick’s Day mass will be celebrated on the 17 March 2008 rather
than the 15™.

The Annual Pub Crawl will be held on the 15™ of March 2008 as scheduled and
advertised. As usual, the Trip to Ireland Raffle Drawing will be held at the end of the
Pub Crawl. Mark this important event down on your calendars. Not only is it a lot of fun,
but we sell a huge number of raffle tickets as we make our way through Annapolis.

Brother Bob Voigt orchestrated another successful “March for Life” field trip to
Washington this past Tuesday (22 January 2008). Back and forth to New Carrolton was
cinch with Bob SUV (he was prepared for the bad weather — it didn’t come). We were
even able to fit the Division Banner in the SUV — albeit George Hogan was a bit nervous
with it a foot behind and to the right of his head. Breakfast at Fagan’s Pub in the Irish
Channel was nourishing. Washington DC’s Archbishop stopped by for a few words and
then he was off to the Verizon center to say mass for over 7,000 youths. Our delegation —
Brothers Bob, Frank, George, Dennis, Brian, xxx and “Duffy” sauntered over (past the
National Building Museum, huh?) to 7" and Constitution Ave to await the parade start at
noon. Noon arrived, the speeches started and several frost bitten toes, the parade
promptly started at 2:15 PM. Breaking tradition, we jumped in at the beginning and were
at “The Irish Times” by 2:45 PM. Fortified by some refreshments and a late lunch, we
caught the Metro and were back at New Carrolton by 6:00 PM. Everyone commented

that the crowd looked larger than last year. One thing we learned — Virginity Rocks

and Abortion is Mean.
Ps. Pictures next edition.

Finally a poem from Dave Aland provided to the editor before he and Hilda left for

Florida.
SNOW BLESSING
Lord, if it snows,
Make it a blessing
Make it a blizzard
So we can all stay home
And be family and kids together
Throw snowballs — Make a snowman
Stick our tongues out and taste
The delight of snow on our tongues
And laugh at all those folks in Florida
Who are missing all this snow. Amen






