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Uachtaran’s Letter, March 2008

The first thing that comes to mind this month is — a lot of things going on! In order to know
who is doing what, you may receive a phone call from our phone tree to remind you of
what’s coming up and asking what you may be interested in doing. There have been a
couple changes so here is the lineup:

Starting on Sunday March 2, we will be selling Ireland trip raffle tickets at St. John
the Evangelist in Severna Park. This is critical to our fundraising so please call Patrick
Bannon at (410) 268-6176 to let him know you can help. Saturday, March 8 we will have a
table at the Irish Fest at the School of the Incarnation in Gambrills from noon to 4:00.

We’ll be selling raffle tickets and recruiting new members. Stop by and say hi, it’ll be a
good time. That evening, March 8, is our St. Patrick’s Day dinner dance at the
O’Callaghan’s Hotel. Call Jim Seerey at (410) 987-1953 to make a reservation. Monday,
March 10 is our regular division meeting at O’Callaghan’s at 7:30. Thursday, March 13 we
will be part of the Maryland March for Life from St. Mary’s to the State House starting at
7:00 pm. Please note the date change. This is an important event to show our support for
pregnant women and the unborn in Maryland. See the enclosed flyer for more information.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Saturday, March 15 we will do our annual pub circuit to wind up the raffle ticket
sales. See inside for time and meeting spot. If you can’t join us for our unofficial parade,
meet us at the Commodore Barry pub at O’Callaghan’s for the winning ticket at 5:30 and a
little festive cheer. The next day, Palm Sunday, March 16 is the Baltimore parade. We
need a head count on who is heading up on the Emerald Express so please call Marty Peters
at (443) 949-7272 to let us know if you can make it. If we attract enough interest at the
Fado’s fundraiser seats may go fast. We also need two parade organizers to help at the
staging area. You need to be there by 11:00 but can still march with the division. Please
call me at (443) 262-9706 if you can help. Finally, the 17" itself! We will have mass at St.
John Neuman at 12:10. After mass we’ll rendezvous for lunch at a location to be

determined.

A couple other important items: If you have not yet sent your 2008 dues with
updated contact info to Tim McGovern, please do so at your earliest convenience. We
need a chairman for the Baltimore Irish Fest in the fall - please let me know. The next
major degree will be offered on Saturday April 19 at Ascension Church in Old Bowie, an
excellent way to strengthen your knowledge and appreciation of the Order. The National
AOH Convention in New Orleans is July 23 -26. I can’t wait to talk to my lost cousins in
the Crescent City. We can probably send more voting delegates, so let me know if you are
interested. The Maryland, Virginia, DC tri-state divisions will be caucusing (among other
things) as a group, so help build our numbers.

Finally, remember that March is Irish History Month not only in the State of
Maryland but in the United States at large. Be proud and work hard in Friendship, Unity
and Christian Charity to continue to build on our rich history.

God Bless and Happy St. Patrick’s Day, Brian Fitzmaurice




EASTER SUNDAY - MARCH 23
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Crucifixion is an ancient method of execution, where the condemned is tied or nailed to a
large wooden cross and left to hang until dead. This form of execution was widely practiced
in Ancient Rome and in neighboring Mediterranean cultures; similar methods were invented
in the Persian Empire. Crucifixion was used by the Romans until AD 337, after Christianity
had been legalized in the Roman Empire in 313 and had become the religion favored by the
Emperor Constantine I, but before it became the official state religion.
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Raibh i ann? - Were you there?

Raibh td ann nuair a céasadh fosa Criost Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Raibh t0 ann nuair a céasadh fosa Criost? Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Cuireann an smaoineamh mé tri chéile, chéile, Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble!
Raibh 0 ann nuair a céasadh fosa Criost? Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Raibh td ann nuair a crochadh é ar chrois? Were you there when they hung him on a cross?
Raibh 1d ann nuair a crochadh é ar chrois? Were you there when they hung him on a cross?
Cuireann an smaocineamh mé tri chéile, chéile Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble!

Raibh 14 ann nuair a crochadh é ar chrois?  Were you there when they hung him on a cross?

Raibh td ann nuair ndr éirigh fid an ghrian? ~ Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Raibh ti ann nuair ndr éirigh fit an ghrian? ~ Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Cuireann an smaoineamh mé tri chéile, chéilel Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble!

Raibh ti ann nuair ndr éirigh fii an ghrian? ~ Were you there when the sun refused to shine?

Raibh td ann nuair d'éirigh Sé 6 mhairbh? Were you there when He rose up from the dead?
Raibh td ann nuair d'éirigh Sé é mhairbh? Were you there when He rose up from the dead?
Uaireanta, bionn fonn orm a ghlaoch Gléir, Gléir Sometimes I feel like shouting Glory, Glory.
Raibh td ann nuair d'éirigh Sé 6 mhairbh? Were you there when He rose up from the dead




SAINT PATRICK

Christ be with me, Christ be within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger

Christ in hearts of all that love me
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

SOME ST. PATRICK FACTS FROM WIKIPEDIA

Saint Patrick (Latin: Patricius, Irish: Naomh Padraig) was a Christian missionary and is the patron saint of Ireland
along with Brigid of Kildare and Columba. Patrick was born in Roman Britain. When he was about sixteen he was
captured by Irish raiders and taken as a slave to Ireland, where he lived for six years before escaping and returning to
his family. He entered the church, as his father and grandfather had before him, becoming a deacon and a bishop. He
later returned to Ireland as a missionary, working in the north and west of the island, but little is known about the places
where he actually worked and no link can be made with Patrick and any church. By the eighth century he had become
the patron saint of Ireland. The Irish monastery system evolved after the time of Patrick and the Irish church did not
develop the diocesan model that Patrick and the other early missionaries had tried to establish.

Sainthood and remembrance

March 17, popularly known as St. Patrick's Day, is believed to be his death date and is the date celebrated as his feast
day. The day became a feast day in the universal church due to the influence of the Waterford-born Franciscan scholar
Luke Wadding, as a member of the commission for the reform of the Breviary in the early part of the 17th century.

For most of Christianity's first thousand years, canonizations were done on the diocesan or regional level. Relatively
soon after the death of people considered to be very holy people, the local Church affirmed that they could be
liturgically celebrated as saints. As a result, St. Patrick has never been formally canonized by a Pope; nevertheless, the
Church declares that he is a Saint in Heaven (he is in the List of Saints). He is still widely venerated in Ireland and

elsewhere today.

St. Patrick is also venerated in the Orthodox Church, especially among English-speaking
Orthodox Christians living in the United Kingdom and Ireland and in North Americal.
There are Orthodox icons dedicated to him.




Tis No Blarney

the School of the Incarnation is holding an Irish Fest Saturday, 8 March 2008 from Noon
to 1600 (that’s 4:00 PM for you civilians). See the Flyer on the next page. Looks like an exciting program
planned and Craic to be had by all.

The Saint Patrick Dinner Dance is still on schedule for 8 March at O’Callaghan’s Hotel — see the
accompany flyer. Currently we have only 30 reservation for the Dance. While we expect some people to
show up without reservations, we do need an accurate account of firm reservations. Notwithstanding,

reservations will be cut off at 100.

The annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade will be held in Baltimore on Sunday, 16 March. Our division will
again be offering bus transportation to and from Baltimore for those who will participate in the parade and
will be watching it. Of course, the bus depends on how many people want to ride it. Please contact Marty
Peters at 443.949.7272 or Brian Fitzmaurice at 443.262.9706 if you want to ride the bus. They need an
accurate count. Every year to do the bus run and have a great time — both on the bus and in the parade.
Lot’s of craic. Don’t miss it!

The Annual Pub Crawl will be held on the 15" of March 2008 as scheduled and advertised. Expect to kick
off the crawl at McGarveys around 2:30 PM. As usual, the Trip to Ireland Raffle Drawing will be held at
the end of the Pub Crawl. Mark this important event down on your calendars. Not only is it a lot of fun, but
we sell a huge number of raffle tickets as we make our way through Annapolis. Come to the Division
meeting Monday, March 10 for more details or call Marty @ 443.262.9706. Probably be a President’s “All
Points Bulletin” on it after the 10™.

The St. Patrick’s Day mass will be celebrated on the 17 March 2008 rather than the 15™, Mass time is
12:00 PM — Noon at St. John Newman Church — off Bestgate road near US 50. Be sure to bring you Sash.

With all the events coming up in March, our Division Chaplain Father Andy Costello has nine wishes for
us.

NINE WISHES

Here’s nine wishes
for you this month:

May you have time to pray,
to parade and to taste
great Irish soda bread.

May you have time to talk
with an old friend, make a
new one, and shake hands
with someone who hurt you.

May you have time to laugh
at a mistake, hear a good joke,
and walk home in a soft rain.







